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THE TASTE OF FEDERAL WAY A SUCCESS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the Ehl and Kolibab families, the non-profits that benefit, the restaurants, 
sponsors, and all the volunteers that made Saturday's Taste of Federal Way at the Farmer’s 
Market a success!  Judge’s #1 choice and the People’s Choice was Swagg-N-Wagon 
Wings and Things benefitting Federal Way Knights Softball. #2, Poverty Bay Café,        
partnered with FUSION and #3, Black Bear Diner for FW Warriors Athletics. Highest tickets 
sales was Do the Right Thing, and Best Decorated Booth was Mama Stortini’s. This event 
successfully supports nine non-profits, nine food establishments and the Farmer’s Market! 
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MAYOR’S MEMO: A BUDGET FOR ALL OF US 
Last week I presented my        
proposed budget for the next two 
years to the City Council at our 
most recent meeting.  I am proud 
that my proposed budget is      
balanced and does not raise our 
taxes.   

This balanced budget not only 
meets our priorities for safety and 
security of our residents and   
businesses, but it also assures the 

prioritization of City services while maintaining our 
City infrastructure and maintaining our City’s long-
term financial health.  This is truly a budget for all of 
us! 

This budget maintains our focus 
that public safety is the #1, #2, 
and #3 priority.  This is evidenced 
by the addition of four new police 
officers, bringing our total to a 
historic high of 154 officers on 
the street! 

The operating budget consists of our existing         
obligations to public safety, street maintenance, and 
the maintenance of our nationally recognized parks 
and facilities. 

The capital budget includes the investment in what I 
call “one-hundred-year infrastructure.”  The approval 
of the Maintenance and Operations Facility, to be 
completed in early 2026, will benefit our community 
and our Parks and Public Works teams for many 
decades to come.   

Both the operating and capital budgets propose    
significant accomplishments.  Along with the    
Maintenance and Operation facility, we are able to 
absorb increases in jail costs and insurance costs, 
We are able to invest in an updated financial system, 
as well as upgrade our public safety communications 
system, enhanced body cameras, animal services, 
and the additional police officers and vehicles.  This 
budget will also continue to address the arrival of 
light rail in the Spring 2026. 

This isn’t by accident. Our City leadership teams in 
all our departments have been instrumental in  

building this balanced budget with creativity and 
efficiency. 

Our Finance Department has maximized our    
investment income yields to meet the challenges 
of our economy. Our wise and strategic            
investment strategy has generated $8 million in 
new revenues to the City without raising taxes. 
This has helped counter the current decrease in 
sales tax and Real Estate Excise Tax (REET) 
revenues. 

In these uncertain times, we are able to navigate 
economic uncertainty and have done so in an    
impressive manner.   We are committed to     
continuing to be a service delivery organization 

for our residents and           
businesses. This budget will   
retain the staffing needed to    
continue to serve our residents.  
Over my 11 years as Mayor we 
have never laid off a person due 
to fiscal drawbacks. More      
importantly, in order to  remain 
competitive in the labor market, 

our continuation of cost of living increases for our 
hard-working and dedicated  employees who 
work for you will assist in retaining them and    
assist in the recruiting of the best city employees 
available. This is a budget that is thorough,    
comprehensive, and builds on a plan for future      
flexibility. It represents a great deal of work,    
leadership, collaboration, partnership and        
creativity by our staff.  It also builds on our plan 
for future flexibility. It includes a  comprehensive 
needs assessment and a waiting list to serve us 
in future budget adjustments. 

This is the beginning of a community discussion. 
The Council has also begun the review of the 
budget at special study sessions which includes 
departmental presentations by staff.  As residents 
you may review the proposed budget, our meet-
ing schedule on the Finance section of our web-
site.  

I encourage you to participate in the process as 
we continue to be committed to “a budget for all 
of us.”  

 

Our wise and strategic in-

vestment strategy has 

generated $8 million in 

new revenues to the City 

without raising taxes.  
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HACHINOHE EXCHANGE STUDENT VISIT 

 

Taste of Federal Way a Success      1 Waste Management Food Pick-ups Oct 7-11 10 
Mayor’s Memo—”A Budget for All of us”   2 Center Stage Presents “Harvey Oct 4-27 12 
Hachinohe Exchange Student Visit    3 City Commission Recrutiment   13 
Paul Mitchell School Grand Opening  4 PAEC Upcoming Events    14 
Fall Korean Quarterly Meeting            5  Parks and Recreation Catalog/New App  16         
Financial Literacy Classes Resume   6 Repair Café on October 12    18 
Automatic Plate Reading Technology   7 Start to Cart E-Commerce Program    19         
Souper Supper October 4     8 Free Economic Development Workshops          20 
Mayor’s  Day of Concern Food Drive Oct 12 9 City Council Special Budget Meetings  24 
        Brooklake Master Planning Meeting Oct 29 25 

Last week, students from our Sister City of Hachinohe visited City Hall. Many of our      
residents hosted them in their homes. Judge Larson and Chief Hwang gave them tours of 
the Municipal Court and Police Department before visiting Mayor Ferrell in the Mayor’s 
Office. “These Sister City exchanges are a very important bridge between our countries, 
and I look forward to a return Sister City visit to further enhance our relationship with Ha-
chinohe and Japan,” the Mayor Ferrell told the students.  
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PAUL MITCHELL SCHOOL GRAND OPENING 

 

Mayor Ferrell and City Council Members participated in the grand opening and ribbon   
cutting for the Paul Mitchell The School—Federal Way--a family company. Thanks to       
Director Mary Gabuat for hosting. Also in attending were Board Chairman John Paul 
DeJoria of John Paul Mitchell Systems and Winn Clayburgh, Dean of Paul Mitchell 
Schools, and the legendary Gene Juarez! Thank you to the Federal Way Chamber for          
facilitating.  
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KOREAN QUARTERLY MEETING 

 Since 1992, the Federal Way Korean Association’s Quarterly Meeting has effectively been a way 
for the Korean Community to give feedback and City staff to give updates on current and future 
projects. Thanks to both City and community members who continued this tradition last week. 
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FINANCIAL LITERACY CLASSES RESUME 

 

The Fall edition of the City sponsored Financial Literacy Program using the Ramsay 
Finanicial Peace curriculum began last week with a record 145 registrations. Welcoming 
the students was Councilmember Jack Dovey, who advocated for the program’s exist-
ence. Also pictured is Melissa Vincent, the lead facilitator for this session. We are able to 
fit a few more students, and the program will run for nine weeks until November 21. Clas-
ses happen on Thursdays, 6:30pm-8:30pm at the Federal Way Community Center. 
Please call 253-835-2420 for information on registration.  
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AUTOMATIC PLATE READING TECHNOLOGY 

 

The Automatic License Plate Reader 
(ALPR) is technology that allows for 
thousands of license plates to be 
scanned and processed for information 
using the onboard database.  

This technology can assist in the       
recovery of stolen vehicles more   
quickly pinpointing dump sites and 
identifying areas of higher activity, as 
well as affect a higher arrest rate by 
identifying occupied stolen vehicles out 
on the roadway. The ALPR is one more 
tool to be used in the ongoing fight 
against auto theft. 

The ALPR is a computerized system consisting of specialized digital cameras, a        
processor unit, and a laptop. The mobile camera system mounted on a police vehicle 
recognizes plates in real time. An ALPR reads a plate and compares it against a         
database of  suspect vehicles, alerting the officer to any matches. It uses a large list of 
target vehicles stored locally in a “hot list” rather than relying on real-time                   
communications with state or federal data sources. The list is typically transferred daily 

and can be updated by the operator or by 
central station if wireless communications 
are not available in the vehicle.  

The hot list can contain any set of plate 
data, including watch lists as well as stolen 
vehicles. When a target plate is located, 
the officer in the vehicle is notified with a 
message that is specific to the plate. The 
officer compares the plate captured to the 
message and confirms the plate through 
the communications section prior to taking 
any enforcement action.  

The ALPR systems used by the Federal 
Way Police Department capture images of license plates, recognizes number and letter 
images, then compares the images to the wanted vehicle list.  License plate readers do 
not run license plates and do not collect personal data.    
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Souper Supper  

http://www.fwccn.org/23rd-annual-souper-supper.html 

http://www.fwccn.org/23rd-annual-souper-supper.html
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MAYOR’S MONTH OF CONCERN FOOD DRIVE 

AT LOCAL GROCERY STORES 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12, 10AM-2PM  
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MAYOR’S MONTH OF CONCERN FOOD DRIVE 

FEATURING WASTE MANAGEMENT PICK-UP  
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MAYOR’S MONTH OF CONCERN FOOD DRIVE  
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CenterStage  
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BOARD AND COMMISSIONS OPEN RECRUITMENT 

https://www.federalwaywa.gov/page/boards-commissions-recruitment 

 

https://www.federalwaywa.gov/page/boards-commissions-recruitment
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE PAEC   
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE PAEC   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 16 CITYWIDE NEWS— THE CITY OF FEDERAL WAY 

UPCOMING PARKS & RECREATION EVENTS 

FALL PROGRAM GUIDE AT  

https://catalogs.cityoffederalway.com/books/beza/ 

 

 

https://catalogs.cityoffederalway.com/books/beza/
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DOWNLOAD OUR NEW PARKS AND        

RECREATION MOBILE APP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-  

-  

Check-out the brand-new Federal Way Parks & Rec mobile app, your handy hub for 
everything parks and the Federal Way Communiy Center. It provides convenient FWCC 
cardless entry, instant updates & schedules with push notifications, fitness & pool 
schedules and easy program registration. Download at https://allhappenshere.info/app   

Convenient%20FWCC%20Cardless%20Entry
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Recycling/Repair Cafe  
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SHOP LOCAL START TO CART PROGRAM  
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GOOGLE & AI FOR BUSINESS 
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FREE BUSINESS WORKSHOPS 
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FUNDRAISING FUNDAMENTALS WORKSHOPS 
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GRANT FUNDAMENTALS WORKSHOPS 
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CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL BUDGET MEETINGS 
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BROOKLAKE MASTER PLAN                     

PUBLIC MEETING OCTOBER 29 

 


