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MAYOR FERRELL PROUDLY HOSTED OUR 5TH ANNUAL 
JUNETEENTH FLAG-RAISING CELEBRATION AT CITY HALL  

Thank you to Mayor Jim Ferrell, State Representatives Kristine Reeves and Jamila 
Taylor, and other Elected Officials, our dedicated City Councilmembers, and everyone 
who joined us at the 5th Annual Juneteenth Flag-Raising celebration last week! We’re 
proud to honor our African-American community and highlight the significance of June 19, 
1865—our second American Independence Day. 
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JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION 
MEMORABLE MOMENT 

During the recent Juneteenth flag-raising, Mayor Ferrell introduced Maisha Barnett, a Seattle resident 
whose great-grandfather, John Conna, served as Sergeant At Arms for the first Washington State 

Legislature in 1889 and owned land in Federal Way. The City of Federal Way and Conna family 
representatives are working on renaming Alderbrook Park to Conna Park in honor of the family’s legacy. 
In October 2023, Mayor Ferrell and our City Council supported the unveiling ceremony, pictured below, of 

the Conna family’s photo mural at the bus shelter at 1157 S. 320th Street in Federal Way. 
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JUNETEENTH HIGHLIGHT VIDEO  

To revisit the highlights from last week’s 
5th Annual Juneteenth celebration, 
click this link or visit our City of 

Federal Way YouTube page! Kudos to 
our talented videographer, Dave 

Jimenez, for producing the recap!   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lW-SDbChULQ
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MAYOR FERRELL WELCOMES OUR COMMUNITY TO THE 
‘MAKE MUSIC FEDERAL WAY’ 6TH ANNUAL FESTIVAL!  

Mayor Ferrell delivered opening remarks to start the 6th annual Make Music Federal Way 
Festival alongside our friends from the Federal Way Lions Club at Steel Lake on 
Saturday, June 22! Our City Council and the Mayor supported the event, which featured a 
smooth jazz performance, red helmet giveaways from Captain Brad Chaney and friends 
from South King Fire, and more family-friendly entertainment. It was a great way to officially 
kick off the first summer weekend!  
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 FEDERAL WAY COMMUNITY UPDATES 

Thanks to Rose Ehl, pictured above in the bottom left, co-founder of the Federal Way 
Farmers Market, for inviting Mayor Ferrell and our City Councilmembers to the Community 
Resource Health & Safety Fair on Saturday, June 22! It was a one-stop shop for our 
Federal Way community, with advice on health, fitness, fire and police safety information, 
and local resources. If you missed the weekend event, don’t worry—the next Community 
Resource Health & Safety Fair is on Saturday, July 20, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the local 
Farmers Market. The City of Federal Way and Sound Transit are proud sponsors of this 
fantastic event!  
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 FEDERAL WAY COMMUNITY UPDATES 

Over the weekend, Mayor Ferrell visited Lakota Park, where the Federal Way Amateur 
Radio Club (FWARC) hosted its Annual Field Day. The purpose is to allow FWARC to 
simulate long-distance radio communications from the field under austere conditions where 
regular telecommunications are unavailable. One of their goals is to prepare for a natural 
disaster. Mayor Ferrell thanked the FWARC for its dedicated service!  

The first Annual SummerFest at the Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden on 
Saturday, June 22, was a hit! Our community enjoyed family-friendly music, local vendors, 
and best recycling practices. Our Public Works team of Chelsea Brown, Britt McGrath, 
and Adriana Riano, pictured above in the middle, shared recycling best practices. Thanks to 
Natalie Ries, Marketing & Outreach Manager, and Grace Pham, Executive Director of 
Business Operations, pictured far right, for inviting Mayor Ferrell to the event!  
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 FEDERAL WAY COMMUNITY UPDATES 

At the recent City Council meeting, we celebrated local students and art winners for their 
outstanding achievements in the Federal Way Arts Commission Municipal Court Art 
Contest 2024! Mayor Ferrell, Municipal Court Judges Brad Bales and David Larson, our 
dedicated City Councilmembers, Cassie Swan, Recreation Coordinator for Arts & Events, 

and community members gathered for a group photo with our local art winners, who 
showcased their excellent work. Congratulations to all the kids for doing a great job! 
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The Positive Tickets Program is a youth-based initiative 
to build a trusting relationship between the police and 
young people. It complements the Federal Way Police 
Department’s Community-Oriented Policing efforts to 
“earn the public’s trust,” with a particular focus on 
young adults in our community. 
 

The program’s concept is simple: Instead of 
catching kids doing something wrong, police 
officers catch them doing something right! The 
idea is that by building trusting relationships with 
local youth, police officers can prevent crime and 
human tragedy by helping them make positive 
choices. 

By proactively identifying and recognizing positive 
behavior in our young adults, police officers can 
become valuable assets in their lives and help 
reinforce positive youth development. 

The program aims to change existing paradigms 
and create new ones that inspire trust and respect. 
Instead of issuing violations for negative behavior, 
police officers “catch” kids doing good things 
and reward them with a Positive Ticket. The 
program requires a partnership with individuals, 
businesses, and the community to acquire ticket 
items such as food, movies, or entrances to fun 
events, providing an excellent alternative for kids!  

The Police Department thanks Wild Waves and 
Chick-fil-A for partnering to make a positive 
difference in the lives of our local youth. Other 
businesses in the community who want to 
participate are encouraged to contact the FWPD.  

The kids can receive tickets for positive behaviors 
such as practicing personal safety, doing good 
deeds, participating in community activities, 
volunteering, demonstrating community pride, and 
being role models for others! 

At City Hall, Commander Thaddeus Hodge 
gave a local student a police sticker and wrote 
her a ticket for doing something positive! We 
appreciate Commander Hodge’s dedicated 
service to our FWPD and for being an 
excellent role model in our community. 

FWPD CONNECTS WITH OUR COMMUNITY YOUTH 
THROUGH ITS ‘POSITIVE TICKETS PROGRAM’  
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https://fwpaec.org/summer-movies-at-the-paec/
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https://federalwaykiwanis.square.site/
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